
 

 

 

Evening language programme 2026/27

Course title: Italian B2/C1 Creative Writing and Expression 

Course descriptor/objectives 

This course focuses on the reading and writing of 

contemporary Italian short stories to support depth 

of engagement and confidence in language use. 

Through carefully selected texts, participants will 

explore descriptive language, narrative techniques 

and stylistic features characteristic of short fiction. 

Sessions will combine guided reading with 

structured discussion, bringing the texts to life and 

encouraging learners to interpret meaning, 

exchange ideas and respond creatively. Alongside 

this, participants will be introduced to practical 

strategies for developing their own writing, 

including how to generate ideas, structure a story 

and use descriptive language effectively. 

A key component of the course is the active 

production of a short story. Learners will gradually 

develop their own writing through staged tasks, 

benefiting from ongoing peer and teacher feedback 

in a supportive environment. 

By the end of the course, participants will be able 

to: 

• engage more confidently with 

contemporary Italian short stories, 

including more complex and implicit 

meaning 

• contribute actively to discussions, 

expressing and justifying their ideas with 

increasing fluency 

• apply narrative and descriptive techniques 

to produce their own short text in Italian 

• reflect on and improve their writing 

through guided feedback and revision 

In seminars, participants will engage in practical 

writing exercises, collaborative tasks and guided 

experimentation with narrative techniques, poetic 

devices and stylistic choices. The role of the 

instructor is to facilitate this process, provide tools 

and models, and encourage participants to develop 

their own authorial voice while becoming 

increasingly independent, reflective and 

sophisticated users of the language. 

Language-specific information: 

Italian is spoken by around 85 million people 

worldwide, with approximately 67 million native 

speakers in Europe, making it one of the most 

widely spoken national languages in the EU. It is an 

official language in Italy, Switzerland, San Marino, 

and the Vatican, and there are significant Italian-

speaking communities in many other countries, 

including the United States. The British Council has 

also identified Italian as one of the ten most 

important languages for the UK in its Languages for 

the Future report. 

Italian is strongly associated with rich cultural 

traditions in art, music, and cuisine, and many 

Italian terms have become part of international 

vocabularies through these fields. 

Derived from the Latin of the Roman Empire, Italian 

retains many linguistic features that reflect this 

heritage. Historically, varieties of Italian used by 



 

medieval trading powers also served as an 

important lingua franca across the Mediterranean, 

leaving a lasting influence and contributing 

loanwords that persist today. 

Prerequisite: 

This non-credit bearing weekly course welcomes 

learners who have reached an Upper-Intermediate 

level—whether through formal study or through 

living and working in an Italian-speaking country—

and who would like to explore creative writing in 

Italian. 

 

Coursebook and/or learning 
resources: 

Worksheets, materials and resources are provided 

by the teacher. 


